
Irrigation & Course Condition Update 

For the benefit of those members who were unable to attend the recent AGM, a number of 
questions were raised in regards to the condition of the course and the new Irrigation System. 
The following information is provided for the information of all members. 

In the 21 years I have been keeping a personal record of rainfall, this is the driest year to the 
end of November since 2002. Average (1999 – 2018) = 1169mm, 2002 = 747.5mm, 2019 = 
712mm (60.9% of past 20-year average).  

Our fairways are suffering from the effects of drought and the unseasonably strong Spring 
winds which have been likened to that normally experienced at Ekka times. From 18/10 to 
28/11 we pumped approx. 14.5 megalitres of water onto the course - this is equivalent to 
nearly 6 x Olympic swimming pools, but it can only do so much. 

Recently we received notification from the Dept of Natural Resources that they are 
considering imposing limitations on the harvesting of water from watercourses and this will 
impact on our ability to pump from Waraba Creek. In a pre-emptive move to help prolong 
our storage capacity and maintain a sustainable level in the creek, we have cut back on our 
course irrigation as follows - Greens 3 x per week, Tees 2 x / week and fairways 1 x / week. 
Greens are our main priority as the loss of a single green would see a replacement cost in 
excess of $50k. 

Remember - Any Irrigation System is a supplement to Mother Nature, not the reverse.  

The soil profile for most of our fairways is poor due to the clay base they are built upon. This 
profile can vary within a fairway as well as between fairways. All of which affects moisture 
retention levels, hence the variance in colour and grass coverage. In an attempt to improve 
moisture levels, all fairways have been sprayed with a wetting agent so they can make the 
most of the water. 

The Board is aware that the fairways need attention and is considering a range of options 
which may include coring, slicing, top dressing with sand, additional fertilizing, gypsum and 
dolomite. With some 17 hectares (42 acres) of fairways to manage this will be a long-term 
project which may take up to 5 years for consistent results to be achieved AND all dependent 
on available funds from a limited income. 

Regards, 

Paul Book 
Greens Director 


