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We can finally see light at the end of the tunnel of the restrictions imposed by COVID 19.  

It was exciting to see our course so booked out during the toughest restrictions – I guess 
to be able to enjoy our golf when many other sporting activities were closed was a 
privilege and most members certainly took advantage of it. 

That said, it is great to be teeing off from both the 1st and the 10th in groups of 4, with 2 in 
buggies again.   The increased course use during COVID 19 restrictions has meant more 
wear and tear on the course but our Green’s Team are working hard to get it back into 
top condition.  Please refer to the Green’s Report to how you can assist with this. 

Friday night dining has returned.  While we are not back to ‘normal’ (although I believe 
we are probably looking at a ‘new normal’ for quite some time), we are certainly moving 
in the right direction.  However, if these functions are to continue, we need the support 
of our Members. 

I urge all members to continue to observe social distancing rules and avoid congregating 
before or after games.  When in the Clubhouse, please follow instructions of staff and do 
not move furniture around.  It is good to have the 19th hole open again, but it is 
imperative that we still observe Government imposed rules in relation to the number 
(and closeness) of groups in the Clubhouse.  It would be a shame to have our Club closed 
down now after such a great effort during the more stringent restrictions because we 
become complacent.  During the transition back to ‘normal’, hours have been reduced in 
the bar.  This will be reviewed from time to time. 

Again, thank you to club staff and Board Members for the extra work they have put in to 
ensure that we were able to keep our course open throughout the entire lock-down 
period.  Thank you to Members who, on the whole, observed restrictions and worked 
with us all during what has been one of the most difficult times we have faced.  It was 
disappointing that of our 620 members (570 playing members), a few chose to ‘bend’ the 
rules potentially risking closure of our Club.   Our staff were called upon to do things 
above and beyond their normal duties during this time and it was discouraging to hear 
that they were, at times, criticised and abused for carrying out these duties as they were 
directed to do so by the Club’s Board of Directors. As we move forward, I urge all 
members to follow all instructions from staff to ensure that we do not put our Club at risk 
of heavy fines or, worse, closure. 

You will notice some fairly major renovations around the course over the next couple of 
weeks to make better use of our irrigation system, mainly the removal of some excess 
trees.  Members will be kept informed of any temporary closures while this work is 
completed. 

Despite the difficult months, we are in a strong financial position.  Words cannot express 
how proud I am to be the Chairman of such a successful club.  

Keep up the good work everyone. 

KEEP UP WITH THE 

GROUP IN FRONT NOT 

IN FRONT OF THE GROUP 

BEHIND 
Frank Happy Golfing 
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…..continued from Frank’s Chair 

The Designated Outside Smoking 
Area (DOSA) has been moved from 
the verandah so that this area can be 
utilised by all club members and 
guests.  

Also, during good weather, the doors 
can be left open allowing a fresh air 
flow into the clubhouse bar area 
which will also reduce our air 
conditioning costs.  During extreme 
temperatures, of course, the doors 
will be closed and air conditioning 
used. 

A temporary DOSA has been set up at the front of the 
clubhouse while a permanent DOSA is being constructed 
under the verandah overlooking the 18th green – to be 
accessed through the door behind the staircase on the ground 
floor.  

The new DOSA will better meet government legislation 
requirements which as outlined here, are very strict: 

• There is to be no eating in a DOSA – this includes snacks 
such as chips/nuts, etc.  While the temporary DOSA is in 
use, I stress that food from the can-bar or snacks from the 
pro-shop cannot be consumed at these tables – even if 
there is no one smoking in the DOSA.   

• Drinks cannot be ordered or served within the DOSA. 

• Each DOSA must have a 2 metre buffer on its perimeter, 
wherever it is next to other parts of an outdoor area that 
are ordinarily accessed by patrons. 

• No entertainment can be provided in the DOSA. This 
includes having television screens, music speakers, bands, 
pool tables, or any other type of amusement in the area 

• No Smoking is allowed within 5 metres of the entrance to 
a non-residential building or 10 metres of a food service 
area. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Frank McDonnell  
Chairman 

Finance Update 

In these very turbulent COVID - 19 times, the club is travelling 
very well.  This is a result of very prudent financial 
management of the club’s finances over a number of Board 
cycles.  During the past four months, there has been 
extremely diligent work from Trent and his team, as well as 
extraordinary work from Gregg Peters and the match 
committee.  All three factors have combined to allow our 
members and guests to continue to enjoy playing the game of 
golf in the knowledge that the club is financially secure. 

Due to the ability to keep the club open all the way through 
the COVID - 19 restrictions, the Club continues to enjoy a 
healthy financial position, despite the clubhouse being closed 
for the almost four months. 

We have applied for and been granted payments for: 

• One-off government grant to assist with clubhouse air-

conditioning replacement 

• JobKeeper payments (contributing to salaries of club staff) 

allowing staff retention 

• Tax Office incentive payments 

This has enabled the Board to provide some benefits back to 

members such as …….. 

• Can Bar refurbishment (completed) 

• Garden maintenance (continuing) 

• Tree trimming/removal (Completed 15/16th fairways 

earlier in the year and more extensive tree removal across 

the course has already commenced) 

• Further concrete buggy paths (continuing) 

• Purchase of new equipment to care for the course - 

Mower, Spreader, Roller (continuing) 

• Full air conditioning refurbishment for clubhouse bar and 

lounge (in progress) 

• New practice nets (completed) 

• The addition of a fourth 20 buggy shed (mostly funded by 

users of the bays) 

The Board is being cautious in these unpredictable times 

whilst at the same time ensuring that Members see benefits 

and improvements.  We will continue to monitor COVID - 19 

issues and ensure that the club remains viable – and we have 

a great platform to build from. 

Enjoy your Golf and our Club 

 

Greg Russ 
Finance Director 

CLUB FINANCIALS 
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Wow! What a challenging few months we have had to 
navigate through. 

The COVID - 19 pandemic certainly threw us some curve 
balls but with the help of the club staff and the Board of 
Directors, the club has steered through them quite 
successfully being one of the only clubs in Australia not 
to close their business for even one day! 

Yes, during this time we have had to make some tough 
decisions but our ultimate goal is to provide a club that 
is here for the majority of members. 

So people may not always agree with us and that is fine 
as I have learnt in my years managing golf clubs we can’t 
always keep everyone happy.  

All I can say is our club is growing and in a solid financial 
situation but we will always be monitoring our 
operations and making sure we make changes to keep 
up with current times and expectations. 

Membership: 

We currently have 640 members of which 595 of them 
are playing members and growing every day. I thank all 
our current members for their support in welcoming 
these new members. 

Thank You 

I would personally like to thank our wonderful 
volunteers. Without your valuable time and efforts, we 
would be spending a lot of extra money on projects that 
need doing around the club. 

I look forward to seeing you out and about at the club as 
we continue to make our wonderful club grow. 

MANAGER & HEAD PROFESSIONAL UPDATE 

PRESIDENT'S SHIELD  

Winner  John Wall 

Runner Up  Lance Muller 

MIXED FOURSOMES  

Winner Justice Bosio & Paul O’Leary 

FOURSOMES CHAMPIONSHIPS - MEN  

A Grade Winners Reece Butler & David Easton 

A Grade Runners Up Paul Smith & Chris Johns 

B Grade Winners Allan Rowe & Les Johnston 

B Grade Runners Up David Brown & Craig Wootton 

C Grade Winners Rob Hamilton & William Leonard 

C Grade Runners Up Ian Cornwell & Robert Wruck 

FOURSOMES CHAMPIONSHIPS - WOMEN  

Winners Marge Pampling & Justice Bosio 

Runners Up Melinda Koch & Dorothy Retschlag 

Now that the Clubhouse is open, check out the monitors whilst you enjoy your 

favourite beverage, good company and great conversation. 

They have been put together by the Promotions Team to keep you informed about 

Club Happenings and up coming Competitions. 

They also provide our wonderful sponsors with a pathway to you. 

Support them if you can. 

Swing  Easy … 
 
Trent 

Revised Competition Calendar 

Check out updated Schedule of Events in the News and 

Events Section of the club’s website. 

Gregg Peters 
Match Director 
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To All our Staff, Board Members, Club Members and Volunteers who Together have 
Kept Our Club Going and Thriving Through Some of The Most Challenging Times We 

Will Ever Have to Face - Well Done!  

‘Interesting’ times for all of us as we navigate through the 
fallout from the COVID -19 Pandemic. 

Sadly the bar facilities had to be closed for an extended 
period of time and as per Queensland licensing laws, no 
alcohol could be consumed on the course. 

With the Bar now open again, other restrictions have also 
been lifted and almost ‘normal service has now been 
resumed’. 

During this down time we took the opportunity to completely 
refurbish the Can Bar updating it to conform to health 
regulations.  This facility was completely gutted before new 
gyprock, painting, electrical, plumbing, floor covering, 
stainless steel benches, new hotwater system (Everhot) and 
new fridge installed.  Whilst we had assistance from a few 
members, it would be remiss of me not to thank Vern Olive 
for his outstanding contribution and professionalism. 

Members will recall the ongoing issues we have had with the 
clubhouse air-conditioning.  One unit, which covers the 
function room area was found to be beyond repair and the 
bar area unit required significant maintenance.  Quotes were 
sought to repair/replace the existing units.  A quote of $60k 
was received to repair the unit for the bar area and one of 
$96k to replace both units (OUCH!). 

• It has been great to see such strong a positive playing numbers over the last few months. 

• Thank you all for your patience and ability to follow our ever changing directions - you have done the club proud that we 

got through without very many incidents. 

• As our playing numbers grow so does the responsibility of all members to make sure that if they can’t play they remove 

themselves from the time sheet to enable someone else to take their place.   

Pro Tip of the Month:   …….  

- If you want to know more ask the boys in the pro shop - 

Footjoy Ladies’ Shirts …………………$59.00 
Titleist Bags ……………………………… $235.00 

Check Out the Clubhouse Monitors for the Latest 

Information on Club Events, Sponsors and Promotions 

We applied for, and received, a grant from the Moreton Bay 
Regional Council (MBRC) of $50,000 to be used for the air-
conditioning repair and / or replacement.  

A decision was then made by the Board to proceed with 
replacing both units with new ones. 

To better utilise the club’s full upstairs facilities, the doors are 
being opened to allow patron access the verandah area and 
therefore smoking is no longer allowed on the patio. 

A smoking area has been designated downstairs under the 
patio. 

As restrictions have been lifted by the government, the bar 
has now opened.  The bar area was ready to go after having 
been sanitised and cleaned. Many thanks go to our diligent 
Bar Manager, Jodie Muldoon.  I'm sure that I'm not the only 
member that is looking forward to the 19th after a round! 

When opened, we will once again be able to offer social clubs 
a deal which includes a 'beer and burger' on Sundays.  To this 
end we need volunteers for the BBQ so if you can assist on 
the odd Sunday it would be very much appreciated.  Let the 
Pro-Shop know if you're a volunteer.   

Cheers, 

Wayne 'Wombat ' Roots 
House Director 
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It has been extremely busy over recent months due to an 

increase in the membership base and the amount of social 

golf being played due to the COVID - 19 pandemic. 

Whilst it has been great for our club, it is having a negative 

impact on the condition of our course, most noticeably, on 

the tees, fairways (with increased divots etc) and general 

wear and tear. 

Greens staff have been top dressing tees and they ask that 

you please repair any divots and pitch marks that you see 

during your round. This will benefit everybody in the long 

run for the course to recover as quickly as possible. 

Fairway divots can also be ‘knocked in’ prior to being filled 

with sand by using your club to knock the outer edges 

back towards the centre of the divot – this will encourage 

grass to grow back quicker towards the centre than sand 

alone, reducing the recovery time for it to grow over. 

A couple of other requests from the Greens Staff; 

• If you need to remove a hoop or rope & stakes – 

please replace them after you have played your shot - 

they are there for a reason. 

• Golf cart users PLEASE USE PATHS especially near and 

around greens. They have been put in for that 

purpose. Remember all carts are to be kept a minimum 

of 10 meters from Greens and 5 meters from Bunkers.  

• The Club has purchased a new line marker for the 

marking of the Blue - No Go Line in front of greens for 

carts. 

• Please - Repair divots and pitch marks. 

Paul Book - Greens Director  

During the Winter months, our greens’ staff along with 

taking holidays hope to root prune the edge of as many 

fairways as possible to help improve the quality of the 

fairways. 

Major greens renovations will be done in early 

October, this usually occurs over 2 days so if you can 

assist with some manual labour it would be greatly 

appreciated. 

As posted recently on the Club website – we are 

allowing push buggies to be wheeled across a green in 

a trial during the Winter period. 

With an ageing machinery fleet, the Board decided to 

replace some of the equipment with good quality 2nd 

hand items. 

• An electric greens roller replacing the previous 

petrol model 

• John Deere Greens mower. 

• Stand-alone Spray Unit replacing the previous 
tractor mounted version. Features include; - 
automatic boom deployment, foam marking of the 
edge of the spray pattern, making for easy 
identification therefore less overlapping of the 
chemical and more consistent application rates and 
a tank capacity increase from 400 litres to 1140 
litres resulting in improved efficiencies. 
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Develop an eye for distance ….. 

• As a ‘local’, you don’t have to step off distances for every 
shot. Use your local knowledge and your knowledge of 
your club distances to determine the club to use. 
Alternatively, consider investing in a range-finder or GPS 
app or access this information on the MiScore  app. 

• If others you are playing with are not familiar with the 
course, the Rules permit players to exchange distance 
information without penalty. 

When Sharing a Cart, be SMART …... 

• Don’t wait in the cart while your cart mate hits and then 
drive to your ball. Get out and walk to your ball with a few 
clubs. Be ready to play when it is your turn and then let 
your cart mate pick you up. Or, drive to your ball after you 
drop your cart mate off and then pick him or her up after 
you hit. 

Be Helpful to Others in Your Group …. 

• Follow the flight of all tee shots, not just your own. Once in 
the fairway, help others look for their ball if you already 
know the location of yours. Volunteer to fill in a divot or 
rake a bunker for another player if needed. Be ready to 
attend the flagstick for others. 

Keep Up With the Group in Front …….  

• Your correct position on the course is immediately behind 
the group in front of you, not immediately in front of the 
group behind you. Arrive at your next shot just before the 
group in front leaves the area in front of you. If you are 
consistently not able to keep up and a gap opens in front 
of you, invite the group behind you to play through, 
irrespective of the number of players in the group. 
Remember that the ‘look time’ for a lost ball is now 3 
minutes. 

Be Efficient on the Putting Green ….. 

• Mark your ball and lift and clean it when you arrive at the 
putting green so you will be ready to replace it when it is 
your turn to play. You can usually line up your putt while 
others are putting, without disturbing them. Leave your 
clubs on the side of the putting green closest to the next 
tee, and leave the green promptly after holing out. Wait 
until the next tee to record your score. 

• Remember that picking up your ball is permitted when 
playing stableford events once you can not score on the 
hole. 

 

We can all contribute to reducing the time taken to 
play our round and simultaneously increasing the 
enjoyment of all members on the course if we 
implement these few simple strategies personally AND 
encourage other members of our group to do the 
same. 

W e are a club that is currently experiencing an 
upsurge in Membership and while there are many, 
many positives to that, the most obvious challenging 
one to me is the pressure it puts on the ‘playability’ of 
our great course. 

With over 200 players participating in the Saturday 
competition each and every week, the task to get all 
members and guests around the course in a timely 
manner has its challenges. Hence, the “Pace of Play” 
continues to be the single most complained about topic 
for all of us. 

Playing at a better pace is not about hurrying up or 
rushing around the course. It is simply about being 
more efficient with your valuable time, as well as 
everyone else’s. Adopting this mindset – and not 
being afraid to share it with your fellow players – 
will ultimately add enjoyment to your golf 
experience. Here are some recognized tips for 
improving pace of play: 

Start Smart …… 

• Confirm your tee time in advance and make it a point to 
arrive at the tee early with your golf equipment in order, 
ready to play. Remember the essentials like extra balls, 
tees, gloves and appropriate clothing for the day’s weather 
conditions. 

Minimize Your Time on the Tee ….. 

• Now, on the tee (and on the fairway), it is usually 
acceptable for players to play “ready golf”. You can also 
save time by playing a provisional ball (Rule 27-2) if you 
think your original ball might be lost or out of bounds. 

Plan Your Shot BEFORE You Get to Your Ball ….. 

• Once you are off the tee, think ahead. Determine your 
distance and make your club selection before it is your turn 
to play. Very often, you can do this while others are 
playing, without disruption. If you take your glove off 
between shots, have it back on before it is your turn to 
play. Even a small step like this saves time. 

Keep Your Pre-shot Routine Short …. 

• Pick your line of play once and trust yourself. Try to take no 
more than one practice swing, then set up to the ball and 
play your shot. Most importantly, be ready to hit when it is 
your turn. Be efficient after your shot too. Start moving 
toward your next shot promptly. 

Aim to Play in 20 Seconds ….. 

• From club selection to pre-shot routine 
to execution, strive to hit your shot in 20 
seconds when it is your turn to play. 
Help keep play moving at a brisk pace. 


