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The current club golfing year is drawing to a close. Where has the year gone? I 
thought with lockdowns and restrictions time would seem to go slower, but the 
year has just disappeared – maybe it’s just a sign that I’m getting older??    

Caboolture Golf Club has survived COVID so far and, under the circumstances, is 
sitting in  a stable financial position.  Certainly we have had to tighten the purse 
strings a little to ensure we are in a strong enough position should we see further 
lockdowns, but all things considered, we have done well.  I like to think of myself 
as a cup half full person so…. the upside to lockdowns has been that we have 
managed to do a lot of maintenance works on both the course and the clubhouse 
which isn’t always easy when we are operating at full capacity. 

A special thank you again to Trent Scaysbrook and his staff team for their efforts 
in keeping us playing the game we love as much as possible.  The extra work 
keeping up with ever changing restrictions and requirements is no simple task 
but they have undertaken this without complaint.  

Thank you also to my fellow members of the Board for your support during this 
time. 

Thank you to all Members for your patience during what has been a very 
challenging time for everyone and for your willingness to work with us within the 
legislated restrictions.   

Thanks to Luke Bosio for his ongoing work on the cart paths – they are looking 
great and will go a long way towards protecting our course. 

George Goodall who was our Promotions Director has had to stand down for 
personal reasons.  Thank you, George for your work in this role and your input as 
part of the Board of Directors.  Mick Knowles has been appointed by the Board in 
this position until the next AGM.  Thank you, Mick for being willing to step up and 
fill this role on short notice. 

Our small team of volunteers do an amazing job – few in number, but do the 
work of many.  The work of our volunteers adds so much value to our club but in 
particular, saves our club financially and we can never thank them enough for the 
effort they put in.  There is truth in the saying – Many Hands Make Light Work.  It 
would be great to see more members giving some time to volunteer around the 
Club.  If you have any time you could contribute, it would be greatly appreciated 
– every little bit helps.  Please see myself or any of the Board members if you can 
help in some way to make our Club even better than it already is. KEEP UP WITH THE 

GROUP IN FRONT NOT 

IN FRONT OF THE GROUP 

BEHIND 

Frank Happy Golfing 
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S pring has arrived and with it the chance to do some much 
needed fairway improvements. This unexpected but 

welcome opportunity is a chance to fix up some much needed 
problem areas on our course and also give us grass we can use 
on fairways for the future . 

We have spent the last few months and most of the year with 
COVID hanging over our heads but on a positive note we have 
continued to grow and improve our course due to the hard 
work behind the scenes. A big thankyou to Mark and Melinda 
Koch for their hard work during all the changes. Mark has been 
working hard on making sure with the help of Peter Walsh that 
information gets out to you all on every platform available. 

Melinda as our Club Match Director has been a great help in 
making sure we are ready to go and be compliant every step of 
the way. We are such a lucky club with such great volunteers 
that make our business and club a successful one. 

I look forward to hearing the of trials and tribulations that are 
our four rounds of Club Championships. I wish you all well.  

To all members, I want you to remember that we do not make 
any decisions lightly and always make them to benefit the 
majority of members. 

We are a golf club and that is what our core business is and our 
main focus, our members come from far and wide and we want 
a place they can all be proud of . 

TO ALL OUR STAFF, CLUB DIRECTORS , CLUB MEMBERS/VOLUNTEERS WHO TOGETHER HAVE KEPT 
OUR CLUB GOING AND THRIVING THROUGH SOME OF THE MOST CHALLENGING TIMES WE WILL 

EVER HAVE TO FACE - WELL DONE! 

I  played in a group the other day that included 
two members of other clubs in the area and a 

new member to our club who all commented on 
the quality of the course. When asked about the 
fees, the visitors both told me that they paid well in 
excess of that amount for a course not much better 
than the one we were playing; especially our 
greens. The new member told me that joining 
Caboolture was a pretty easy decision to make 
given the all round package of membership fees 
and course quality. 

It got me thinking about what contributes to 
keeping and growing our membership. 

C ost. Finding and setting a membership fee that 
is both reasonable and affordable and at the 

same time providing the club with the essential 
financial base to undertake its work of maintenance 
and improvement takes considered thought and 
debate from our Board of Directors.  The positive 
results from those discussions and decisions is a 
growing club membership. 

C ourse. The quality of our course was also 
commented on very favourably as a drawcard 

to joining up. Our greens are the envy of many a 
course and this too is the result of good decisions 
made by the Greens Committee and the hard work 
of the course staff. Sure we grizzle and grumble 
about our wayward putting results while the 
essential yearly greens work is undertaken but we 
do reap the benefits long term. 

In addition to course and cost, there are a number 
of other influences that positively contribute to 
attracting new members to the club. 

P ro Shop staff do a great job in ‘talking up’ the 
club and the course to potential new players. 

This is our ‘front line’ where we can win over the 
social player to become a playing member. 

C lub house staff leave a positive and lasting 
impression on members and visitors through 

their quality service and friendly disposition. That 
keeps people longer. 

Finally each and every one of us as members can 
also add to our club’s membership by being positive 
about our course, our facilities and our people to 
those potential new players we may bring along for 
a game or when we play somewhere else from time 
to time. 

Our future success is in all of us. 

Peter Walsh - Editor 
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T imes continue to be interesting for the club with the 
continuing COVID related restrictions and wet 

weather necessitating the closure of the course for a 
number of days since last newsletter.  In response, the 
club has managed staffing levels to match the ups and 
downs of the business.   

At the August Board meeting, it was decided that the 
annual fees would increase by 2.5-2.7%, much less than 
the 3.8% CPI for latest CPI year ending in June 2021. 

The exception to this is on-course carts. For those 
members using a buggy on the course or using the 
buggy sheds, the recoveries have not been changed for 
some years. The outlays for electricity, insurance and 
wear and tear on sheds/course have increased 
significantly in the meantime.  Unless recoveries for the 
outlays are increased, members not using those 
facilities (around 80% of the membership) cross 
subsidise the approximately 20% of members who do 
use those facilities.  Accordingly, recoveries for buggy 
shed/buggies have had a greater increase to reflect 
actual costs to the club. 

Since the half year interim report, the club has been 
able to trade profitably each month until August when 
the COVID shutdown for a week had a severe impact 
and we moved into loss for that month.  There is some 
government assistance available, and the club has 
applied for what we qualify for.  However, the amount 
of assistance is less than the loss of revenue we face in a 
shut down. 

The unpredictability of COVID is the reason the Board is 
taking a cautious financial approach and maintaining a 
financial buffer should the club be forced to close for an 
extended period. 

However, some necessary spend has continued: 

• Cart paths constructed (to restrict wear and tear on 
the Course) 

• Poisoning of weeds in dams 

• Purchase of low hours used equipment 

• Greens mower 

• 2 x Roughs mowers 

• Returfing of some fairways (underway) 

Best in Golf …….. 

Finance Director 

T he club continues to prosper despite the restrictions 
imposed by the dreaded COVID. 

Unfortunately we had to cease our arrangement with 
the caterer, mainly due to their not being able to adhere 
to a promulgated, and mutually agreed to, 
schedule.  We also had some complaints about the 
customer service and how some patrons were 
addressed.  The position of caterer is currently vacant.   

New designated parking space signs for club officials to 
replace the existing signs which have deteriorated over 
time have been installed.  Additionally, No Parking signs 
and line marking in front of the fire hydrant booster and 
access path to the housing estate have been 
completed.  

A designated Buggy Parking area is also highlighted that 
is adjacent to the No Parking area. Please respect said 
areas. 

Replacement EFTPOS machines have been obtained 
with an additional device installed in Paddy's Bar and 
Grill.   

We are currently waiting on the number portability 
process to be completed so we can migrate to a new 
telephone system.  This new system will provide staff 
with greater flexibility in the management of the Club. 

We've had issues with the Gents toilets upstairs recently 
requiring they be closed for a short period.  Thanks to 
our Bar Manager for getting the issue resolved. 

For those inclined, 5 poker machines have been 
replaced with updated versions.  These have been 
provided from the Caboolture Sports Club with more to 
come in the near future.   

A special thanks once again to our Mr Fixit, Vern Olive, 
whose work around the club is very much appreciated. 

Cheers, 

House Director 
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During the recent COVID Lockdown - the Greens staff took 
the opportunity to complete works around the course 
without the presence of golfers. 

Some of these works included -  

• Coring of Tees and Green Collars. 

• Refurbish front RHS of 18th bunker. 

• Turfed near 10th path. 

• General course maintenance and fertilizing. 

• Green Collars sprayed for weeds. 

• Gypsum on greens. 

• Top dressed worn areas on tees. 

 

Greens Renovations – These are planned for Monday 18th 
and Tuesday 19th October. If you able to assist staff on 
either or both dates it would be greatly appreciated. 

Going forward we are planning to lock in the follow time 
periods each year for the renovations: 

• Autumn – last week of February 

• Spring – 2nd week of October 

Planned Upcoming Works – in addition to the 
forementioned renovations and subject to weather and 
available time, course improvement works will include 
some of the following: 

• More coring collars and tees 

• Applying pre-emergent chemicals to fairways, tees and 
collars to control crows’ foot, summer grass and 
paspalum.  

• Start working on the bare areas on 2nd, 5th and 6th 
fairways. 

Paul Book - Greens Director  

Burn Offs – Thanks to the Pumicestone Rural Fire 
Brigade which includes club member Wayne 
Summersford for the recent hazard reduction burns 
around the course. This was also a chance for them to 
practice and hone their fire management skills prior to 
the upcoming fire season. 

Dam Spraying – Both the 13th and 17th dams recently 
had their second herbicide application by drone in an 
attempt to control the Salvinia infestation. If successful 
the course of action is to determine the most practical 
and cost-effective way to remove it prior to fountains 
and water circulators being installed to improve water 
quality. 

Volunteers – a huge thanks to: 

• John & Lesley Ebrington for their work on the 6th 
tee gardens 

• Mark & Melinda Koch for their work on the 5th & 
10th tee gardens 

• Margaret Rose for her assistance at the monthly 
working bees and 

• Phil McGee for his drainage works around the 
buggy sheds. 

Apologies to anybody that I may have unintentionally 
missed. 
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Thank you to the sponsors and good luck to everyone 
who is playing. 

The GHMZ Men’s Pennants for 2021 has come to an 
end, unfortunately COVID and the weather saw the 
shortening of the season. Thank you to all the players 
who represented Caboolture Golf Club for dedicating 
your time and I hope you all enjoyed the experience. 
Thank you as well to our 3 pennant Captains, Ryan 
Harris (A Grade), Gary Briggenshaw (B Grade) and 
Gregg Peters (Masters) for the organising of your 
teams, it’s a big job and we appreciate all the effort. 

It has come to the attention of the Match Committee 
and the Proshop that there are members booking into 
the Saturday timesheet and not notifying the club that 
they are not going to be playing in the competition that 
day. Most members do the right thing and call and 
cancel as the booking page is closed the day of the 
competition, however, some do not. 

Over the next few months the timesheets will be 
copied and kept in order to check what’s going on. The 
reason the timesheet is closed the day of the 
competition, is, if it stays open it will change too much 
and the Proshop and Match will not be able to track the 
players in the competition. If you are booking a group, 
please verify the players before you book them in. 

Two new Blue Zones have been placed behind the 3rd 
green and the left side of the 5th green. If your ball goes 
into these zones estimate your entry point then go to 
the nearest blue drop stake, take a drop within 1 club 
length, and incur a 1 shot penalty. 

The Local Rule for the new grass areas is Compulsory 
GUR (Abnormal Course Condition) Rule of Golf 16.1a. 
Please don’t drop your ball closer to the hole. 

Another reminder - rakes are out of bunkers until after 
the championships. 1 club length preferred lie, no 
closer to the hole and it shouldn’t be necessary to say 
but, the preferred lie must be in the bunker. If you get 
stuck in the bunker and have more than 1 hit, you can 
take the preferred lie again. 

Please remember the new date for the Men’s and 
Women’s Foursome Championship is the 30th of 
October. 

Hole In One  

Laurie Russo has scored his third hole-
in-one in his golfing career on Saturday 
28th August 2021 on the 8th green. 
Congratulations! 

Match Director  

The Men’s Championship has commenced and with a 
field of 240 players for the first round and the average 
time for a completed round was 4 hours and 20 
minutes it was a great day and great to see so many 
accept the challenge and compete. Hopefully, we can 
have 4 successful rounds and not have any 
interruptions from COVID. 

Please take the time to read the Men’s Championship -
Conditions of Play on the club’s web site. 

The 18th of September will be the 3rd round of the 
Men’s championship; the timesheet will open for 
bookings on Monday the 13th of September at 5am for 
all members and the 25th of September will be the 4th 
round of the Men’s Championship; the timesheet will 
open for booking on Monday 20th of September at 5am 
for all members. 

All seeded players will be entered into the timesheet 
for the 3rd and 4th round on the Sunday before the 
timesheets open so please check. 

If we successfully get to the final round of the 
Championships, all seeded players are encouraged to 
either put a ‘Q’ on their card to show interest in 
qualifying for the Single Matchplay Championships or 
fill out the Nomination form available in the Proshop on 
the day of the final round. If you are not seeded do this 
as well as the leader-board changes and you might find 
you qualify and are able to be in the top 8 Match 
players in your grade for the draw.  

The Women’s Spring Cup is underway and with a first 
prize donated by Drummond Golf at Virginia for 4 
people to go and play golf at the Big Swing Simulator 
with wine and cheese included the competition is 
fierce. 

Last week saw the completion of another Honour Board 
event for the year in the form of the Women’s 4BBB 
Matchplay Championship. The final was played on the 
28th of August, and saw the competitors go to the 15th 
hole where, KC Taylor and Margaret Rose were 
victorious against Sue Graham and Yvonne Hall with a 
score of 4/3. The Men’s 4BBB Matchplay Final has been 
scheduled for the 19th of September and will see Peter 
Walsh and Ian Cornwell go into an epic battle against 
George Goodall and Kevin Taylor. Good luck to you all. 
Who will win? 

A big thank you goes to Peter ‘Rowdy’ Adriaansen for 
spending time cleaning all the gutters at the buggy 
sheds on Thursday 2nd September. Fantastic job. 

Jess Cook our Trainee in the Proshop is doing an 
admiral job with organising this year’s Pampling Plate. 
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Alternatives to 
swearing on the 
golf course 

 The GPS gave me the wrong distance! 

 Oh No! I hit the wrong club! 

 There’s NO sand in this bunker! 

 What a terrible lie! 

 Too much noise put me off! 

 You were standing behind me! 

 That gust of wind put me off! 

 If my ball hadn’t hit that pitch mark it 
would have gone in! 

 My foot slipped! 

 Such a bad bounce! 

 The tee markers  are pointing in the 
wrong direction! 

T he 2021 Outback Queensland Masters only recently 
completed its 1900km journey across Outback 

Queensland, but players are already planning to take part 
in the 2022 tournament. 

Next year’s event will again take players across outback 
Queensland … all the way to Birdsville on the edge of the 
Simpson Desert where a $1 million hole-in-one prize will 
be up for grabs. 

They call it the Outback Queensland Masters because it’s 
“a golfing tournament of a different kind”. 

And it is! Recently amateur golfers, happy hackers to a 
$10,000 hole-in-one winner, travelled across six locations 
from Biloela to Charleville, Quilpie, Blackall, Hughenden 
and finally Longreach. 

The 2021 Outback Queensland Masters Series 
Championship winners, and recipients of the coveted 
orange jackets, were Hervey Gay Golf Club’s Laurie 
Binstead with 117 points and Ann Backhouse from 
Murrumbidgee Golf Club in the ACT, who returned 119 
points. 

Greg Wooler (Sandy Gallop Golf Club) won the men’s event 
at Longreach. 

“I’ve played all six events in this year’s series travelling the 
distance with friends,” Wooler said. 

“The win in Longreach really capped off an amazing 
journey and I’ll wear the orange jacket with pride.” 

Barbara Slater of the Roma Golf Club was the women’s 
winner.   

She played in the inaugural Outback Queensland Masters 
in 2019 and returned this year just missing out on winning 
the event at Charleville by one shot.   

“The Outback Queensland Masters is a real highlight of my 
golfing career,” Slater, one of the event’s most passionate 
fans, said. 

Luke Bates (Queensland manager, Golf Australia) said the 
2021 Outback Masters had been an amazing experience 
for the visitors, clubs and juniors. 

“I can honestly say we have been overwhelmed by the 
outstanding support of the local communities,” he said. 

“It’s the hospitality and genuine characters of Outback 
Queensland that makes the players really enjoy the 
challenge and mateship of this tournament.” 

This year’s Masters was a sell-out with many competitors 
keen to line up again in 2022. 

Next year’s Outback Queensland Masters will tee off at 
Roma on June 18. 

Then the players will head to Tambo, Barcaldine, Winton, 
Mount Isa and Birdsville where the 
$1m hole-in-one shootout takes place from July 22-24. 

“A real legacy of the event has been the free junior clinic 
for youth in Outback Queensland,” Bates said. 

The junior clinics are conducted by PGA professional 
Darren Weatherall. 

“We’ve had 150 young players join in with several juniors 
showing true potential for the future of golf,” Bates added. 

For information on the 2022 Outback Queensland Masters, 
visit www.outbackqldmasters.com  

Queensland Outback Masters Awaits …….. 
(reprinted from Sept edition of Inside Golf magazine) 

http://www.outbackqldmasters.com/
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Develop an eye for distance ….. 

• As a ‘local’, you don’t have to step off distances for every 
shot. Use your local knowledge and your knowledge of 
your club distances to determine the club to use. 
Alternatively, consider investing in a range-finder or GPS 
app or access this information on the MiScore  app. 

• If others you are playing with are not familiar with the 
course, the Rules permit players to exchange distance 
information without penalty. 

When Sharing a Cart, be SMART …... 

• Don’t wait in the cart while your cart mate hits and then 
drive to your ball. Get out and walk to your ball with a few 
clubs. Be ready to play when it is your turn and then let 
your cart mate pick you up. Or, drive to your ball after you 
drop your cart mate off and then pick him or her up after 
you hit. 

Be Helpful to Others in Your Group …. 

• Follow the flight of all tee shots, not just your own. Once in 
the fairway, help others look for their ball if you already 
know the location of yours. Volunteer to fill in a divot or 
rake a bunker for another player if needed. Be ready to 
attend the flagstick for others. 

Keep Up With the Group in Front …….  

• Your correct position on the course is immediately behind 
the group in front of you, not immediately in front of the 
group behind you. Arrive at your next shot just before the 
group in front leaves the area in front of you. If you are 
consistently not able to keep up and a gap opens in front 
of you, invite the group behind you to play through, 
irrespective of the number of players in the group. 
Remember that the ‘look time’ for a lost ball is now 3 
minutes. 

Be Efficient on the Putting Green ….. 

• Mark your ball and lift and clean it when you arrive at the 
putting green so you will be ready to replace it when it is 
your turn to play. You can usually line up your putt while 
others are putting, without disturbing them. Leave your 
clubs on the side of the putting green closest to the next 
tee, and leave the green promptly after holing out. Wait 
until the next tee to record your score. 

• Remember that picking up your ball is permitted when 
playing stableford events once you cannot score on the 
hole. 

 

We can all contribute to reducing the time taken to 
play our round and simultaneously increasing the 
enjoyment of all members on the course if we 
implement these few simple strategies personally AND 
encourage other members of our group to do the 
same. 

W e are a club that is currently experiencing an 
upsurge in Membership and while there are many, 
many positives to that, the most obvious challenging 
one is the pressure it puts on the ‘playability’ of our 
great course. 

With over 200 players participating in the Saturday 
competition each and every week, the task to get all 
members and guests around the course in a timely 
manner has its challenges. Hence, the “Pace of Play” 
continues to be the single most complained about topic 
for all of us. 

Playing at a better pace is not about hurrying up or 
rushing around the course. It is about being more 
efficient with your valuable time, as well as everyone 
else’s. Adopting this mindset – and not being afraid 
to share it with your fellow players – will ultimately 
add enjoyment to your golf experience. 

Here are some recognized tips for improving pace of 
play: 

Start Smart …… 

• Confirm your tee time in advance and make it a point to 
arrive at the tee early with your golf equipment in order, 
ready to play. Remember the essentials like extra balls, 
tees, gloves and appropriate clothing for the day’s weather 
conditions. 

Minimize Your Time on the Tee ….. 

• Now, on the tee (and on the fairway), it is usually 
acceptable for players to play “ready golf”. You can also 
save time by playing a provisional ball (Rule 27-2) if you 
think your original ball might be lost or out of bounds. 

Plan Your Shot BEFORE You Get to Your Ball ….. 

• Once you are off the tee, think ahead. Determine your 
distance and make your club selection before it is your turn 
to play. Very often, you can do this while others are 
playing, without disruption. If you take your glove off 
between shots, have it back on before it is your turn to 
play. Even a small step like this saves time. 

Keep Your Pre-shot Routine Short …. 

• Pick your line of play once and trust yourself. Try to take no 
more than one practice swing, then set up to the ball and 
play your shot. Most importantly, be ready to hit when it is 
your turn. Be efficient after your shot too. Start moving 
toward your next shot promptly. 

Aim to Play in 20 Seconds ….. 

• From club selection to pre-shot routine 
to execution, strive to hit your shot in 20 
seconds when it is your turn to play. 
Help keep play moving at a brisk pace. 


